
INTRODUCTION:
The GEF-CSO Network (formerly known as GEF-NGO) was established in May 
1995 following the Global Environment Facility (GEF) Council’s decision to 
enhance relationships between the GEF and Civil Society Organizations (CSO). 

The Network is made up of CSOs whose work in environment and 
sustainable development is aligned with the GEF mandate. It has a global 
organizational structure with Regional Focal Points based in sixteen (16) 
different regions overseen by a Central Focal Point and a global 
Coordination Committee including representatives of indigenous peoples. 

The Network currently links member organizations in all regions of the 
world. Its role is expanding from focusing mainly on input to GEF planning 
and policymaking to one of empowering the engagement of civil society in 
the implementation of GEF programs.

ACHIEVEMENTS:
Since 1996, the Network has organized consultations twice a year immediately prior to the GEF Council meetings 
and has also played a prominent role in regular GEF Assemblies. 

The Network has contributed to policy formulation by GEF and advocated strong public participation in all stages of 
GEF program implementation. The Network has also been a conduit for feedback on both positive and negative 
aspects of GEF implementation and has compiled case studies of practical experiences and best practices in 
implementing GEF activities at the country and local levels. 

The Network has successfully helped to enhance recognition of the importance of working with civil society to 
address global environment objectives.

OBJECTIVES
1. To enhance the role of civil society 

in safeguarding the global 
environment.

2. To strengthen GEF Program 
implementation through an 
enhanced partnership with civil 
society.

NETWORK FOCAL 
AREAS:
• Biodiversity 

• Climate Change 

• International Waters

• Land Degradation

• Ozone Depletion

• Persistent Organic Pollutants

Formerly known as GEF-NGO Network

VISION:
A dynamic civil society in�uencing policies and actions at all levels
to safeguard the global environment and promote sustainable development. 

MISSION:
To strengthen civil society partnership with GEF
by enhancing participation, contributing to policy and stimulating action.
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SOUTHERN AFRICA 
Victor Kawanga
Human Settlements of Zambia (HUZA), 
Zambia
Tel: +260 975 215 753
Fax: +260 211 254 881
E-mail: kwangavik@yahoo.co.uk

NORTH EAST ASIA
Zhao Zhong
Green Camel Bell, China
Tel: +86 931 2650202
Fax: +86 931 2650202 
E-mail: zhaoz@gcbcn.org 
 zzhong@gmail.com

SOUTH EAST ASIA
Akhteruzzaman Sano 
Save the Earth, Cambodia 
Tel:  +855 12 599 817
E-mail : sano.stec@gmail.com

WEST ASIA
Mohamed Abdel Raouf 
Gulf Research Centre, Saudi Arabia
Tel: +966 2 651888
Fax: +966 2 6530953
E-mail: raouf@grc.net 
 mhdraouf@yahoo.com

SOUTH ASIA
Lalit Mohan 
Society For Environment & 
Development, India
Tel: +91 11 22475117
Fax: +91 11 22479505
E-mail: dr.lmohan@gmail.com

PACIFIC
Fiu Mataese Elisara
Ole Siosiomaga Society Incorporated 
(OLSSI), Western Samoa
Tel: +685 7791 999
E-mail: ngo_siosiomaga@samoa.ws
 �uelisara51@yahoo.com

EUROPE
Lisa Elges
Transparency International (TI), 
Germany
Tel: +49 30 3438 200
Fax: +49 30 3470 3912
E-mail: lelges@transparency.org

EASTERN EUROPE AND CENTRAL ASIA
Nana Janashia
Caucasus Environmental NGO Network 
(CENN), Georgia
Tel: +995 322 75 1903 / 04
Fax: +995 322 75 1905
E-mail: nana.janashia@cenn.org

CARIBBEAN
Patricia Turpin
Environment Tobago, Trinidad and 
Tobago
Tel : +1 868 660 7462
Fax: +1 868 660 7467
Email: pturpin@tstt.net.tt

MESOAMERICA
Rosa Maria Vidal Rodriguez
Pronatura Sur A.C., Mexico
Tel. : +52 (967) 678 50 00
Fax : +52 (967) 674 57 17
Email : rosavidal@pronatura-sur.org

CENTRAL FOCAL POINT
Faizal Parish
Global Environment Centre
2nd Floor, Wisma Hing, No 78,
Jalan SS2/72, 47300 Petaling Jaya,
Selangor, Malaysia
Tel: +60 3 7957 2007; Fax: +60 3 7957 7003
E-mail: fparish@gec.org.my  
 faizal.parish@gmail.com 
 cfp@gefngo.org

EASTERN AFRICA
Robert Bakiika
Environmental Management for 
Livelihood Improvement Bwaise Facility 
(EMLI), Uganda
Tel: +256 312 111249
Direct line: +256 414 692153
E-mail: bakiika@gmail.com

WESTERN AFRICA
Priscilla M. Achakpa
Women Environmental Programme 
(WEP), Nigeria 
Tel: +234 929 10878 
E-mail: wep2002@hotmail.com

NORTHERN AFRICA
Essam Nada
Arab Network for Environment and 
Development “RAED”, Eygpt
Tel: +20 2 25161519 / 245 
Fax: +20 2 25162961
E-mail: info@raednetwork.org
 enada2002@yahoo.com

STRATEGIES:
1. To enhance the role of civil society in safeguarding 
 the global environment:
 • Support outreach and awareness on global environment issues.
 • Encourage CSO contributions to the implementation of the 
  conventions.

2. To promote effective engagement of Civil Society 
 in GEF operations:
 • Provide input to GEF policy making, planning and reviews. 
 • Enhance CSO involvement in GEF country, regional and global 
  projects and programs. 
 • Strengthen partnership with SGP.
 • Develop meaningful partnership with GEF agencies in project 
  planning, implementation and evaluation.

FOCAL POINTS (ORGANIZATIONS) AND REPRESENTATIVES:
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3. To strengthen the capacity of the Network and 
 CSO members to participate in GEF-related 
 activities :
 • Strengthen the operational and financial governance of the 
  Network. 
 • Enhance knowledge sharing and management.
 • Enhance effectiveness of regional and national level activities 
  for network members. 
 • Strengthen capacity of CSOs to engage in GEF-related activities. 
 • Enhance CSO involvement in monitoring and evaluation of GEF 
  program/projects.

MEMBERSHIP:
As of October 2015, there are about 500 member 
organizations in the Network. 

Bene�ts: by becoming members of the Network, 
organizations are able to:
• Receive updates on policies and activities of the GEF and the Network; 
• Be noti�ed of funding and capacity building opportunities, as well as 

upcoming meetings and events; 
• Contribute to GEF policy and program development and review;
• Exchange experiences with other members of the Network and 

participate in GEF-CSO consultation meetings and GEF Assembly 
meetings.

Obligations: Members are expected to be actively 
involved and contribute to the work of the Network by: 
• Sharing their knowledge and experiences with other members
• Contributing to the achievement of the Network objectives
• Participation in working groups or task forces

Non-pro�t, civil society organizations actively working 
on GEF-related issues can apply for membership 
(details are on the website).

SOUTH AMERICA
Maria Leichner
Fundacion ECOS, Uruguay
Tel: +59 842 771 252/532
Fax: +59 842 771 252
E-mail: maria.leichner@fundacion-ecos.org

NORTH AMERICA
Ramon Cruz
Institute for Transportation and 
Development Policy (ITDP), USA 
Tel. : +1 212 629 8001 
Fax : +1 646 380 2360
Email: ramon.cruz@itdp.org

INDIGENOUS PEOPLE’S 
REPRESENTATIVES:

LATIN AMERICA
Alancay Morales Garro
Foro Indígena de Abya Yala, Costa Rica
Tel:  +506 8725 0843 
E-mail: alancaym@kus-kura.org
 alancaym@gmail.com

ASIA
Thomas Jalong
Asia Indigenous Peoples Pact (AIPP), 
Thailand 
Tel. : +66 53380168
Fax : +66 533 80752
Email: thmsjlg@yahoo.com 

AFRICA
Saro Legborsi Pyagbara
The Movement for the Survival of the 
Ogoni People (MOSOP), Nigeria
Tel/Fax: +23484233907
E-mail: legborsi88@hotmail.com
 saropyagbara@gmail.com


